
Department Chair Meeting Minutes 

College of Arts and Sciences 

January 14, 2014 

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m. on Tuesday, January 14, 2014. Dr. Vagn K. 
Hansen, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, presided. Department Chairs present:  Ms. 
Chiong-Yiao Chen, Dr. Paul Kittle, Dr. Brent Olive, Dr. Gregory Pitts, Dr. Yaschica Williams, 
Dr. Larry Adams, Dr. Bob Garfrerick, Dr. Claudia Vance, Dr. Francis Koti, Dr. Christopher 
Maynard, Dr. Lee Raney for Dr. Cindy Stenger, LTC Michael Snyder, Dr. David McCullough, 
Dr. Richard Hudiburg, Dr. Joy Borah, and Dr. Jerri Bullard.  Debbie Tubbs took the minutes.  
 
1. Approval of Minutes from November 19, 2013. The minutes were approved by 

consensus. 
 
2. Curriculum Change Proposals from the Department of Communications.  Dr. Pitts 

made a motion to discuss the following as a package and Dr. Hansen asked him to 
propose and discuss line by line: 

 
 Change/deletion in course prerequisites for COM 230 Foundations of Public Relations 

(remove COM 215 as a prerequisite); COM 256 Fundamentals of Electronic Media 
(remove COM 205 as a prerequisite and revision of course description); COM 317 
Media Convergence (remove COM 205 and COM 215 and add COM 243 as 
prerequisites); and course fee increase (from $30 to $50) for COM 317.  The motion was 
seconded, opened for discussion, and adopted. 

 
 Change in course title and increase of course fee for COM 241 (now titled) Radio 

Production and Performance.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and 
adopted. 

 
 Change in course title, description, prerequisites (add COM 243), course fee (from $30 to 

$50), and numbering of COM 242 to COM 342 (now titled) Television Production and 
Performance.  The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and adopted. 

 
 Change in course description for TH 100 Elements of Theatre to limit repeat to one time 

with a maximum of six semester hours total for the course. The motion was seconded, 
opened for discussion, and adopted. 

 
3. Curriculum Change Proposals from the Department of Psychology.  Dr. Hudiburg made 

a motion to create a new course, PY 495 Psychology Capstone Project (3), to serve students 
at the senior level by designating a specific course title in order to conduct an appropriate 
capstone project and serve as the capstone for the proposed HCI/UX Evaluation minor.  The 
motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and adopted. 

 
 Dr. Hudiburg made a motion to create a new minor in HCI/UX Evaluation, open to 

psychology majors only, to offer these students an opportunity to expand their knowledge in 



computer information systems/computer science, design, and new media writing.  The 
motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and adopted. 

4. Curriculum Change Proposals from the Department of Foreign Languages.  Dr. Vance 
made a motion to create the following new three-credit-hour courses: SP 505 Survey of 
Spanish Literature I (cross-listed with SP 405); SP 506 Survey of Spanish Literature II 
(cross-listed with SP 406); SP 510 Survey of Latin American Literature I (cross-listed with 
SP 410); and SP 511 Survey of Latin American Literature II (cross-listed with SP 411).  
These courses are to support the Master’s degree in Spanish Education offered by the 
College of Education and Human Sciences. The motion was seconded, opened for 
discussion, and adopted. 

 
Dr. Vance made a motion to create the following new three-credit-hour courses in support 
of the Master’s degree in Spanish Education: SP 601 Spanish Golden Age Prose: The 
Picaresque; SP 602 The Spanish Realist Novel; SP 611 Las mujeres del modernismo y del 
posmodernismo; and SP 612 La novella del Boom.  The motion was seconded, opened for 
discussion, and adopted. 
 
Dr. Vance made a motion to create a new course, SP 621 Linguistica aplicada y 
aprendizaje del espanol como segunda lengua, in support of the Master’s degree in Spanish 
Education. The motion was seconded, opened for discussion, and adopted. 
 
Dr. Vance made a motion to create a new course, FL 590 Special Topics in International 
Studies: Abroad, and cross-list the new course with FL 490.  This new course was created 
in support of the current interdisciplinary Master’s degree programs.  The motion was 
seconded, opened for discussion, and adopted. 

 
5. Change in Catalog Year Requests.  Dr. Hansen reported that Lisa Burton attended the 

COAD meeting yesterday to ask colleges to be proactive in meeting with their students to 
discuss the transition from 128 to 120-127 hour degrees in some majors which goes into 
effect with the 2014-2015 catalog.  Dr. Hansen stated that due to the size of our college, he 
would like to ask each department that has had a change in degree completion hours to 
decide how to get the information out to their students.  If students wish to change from 
their current catalog year to the 2014-2015 edition and have already applied for graduation, 
they must amend their graduation application.  Students who have not yet applied for 
graduation must fill out the change of major form stating the current catalog they are under 
and the desired catalog year they are requesting.  Dr. Hansen acknowledged that changing 
catalogs might cause numerous substitutions in curriculum and knows departments will 
have to approach these situations on a case-by-case basis. 

 
6. Report from COAD.  Dr. Hansen reported that the following topics were discussed: 
 -Telephone hold music can now be changed and each department can decide on its own 

music for the department as a whole and submit a MP3 to IT for implementation. 
 -WIFI is in the process of being updated with new hardware and software which should 

make it much faster and accessible in more areas on campus.  The new system should also 
handle registration surges more efficiently. 

 -Self-service Banner is moving to the Cloud. 



 -Lisa Burton discussed the desire to try to move the exam schedule closer to class schedules 
and the difficulty with 221 meeting patterns but a good faith effort will be made. 

 -A couple of items will be sent to the Faculty Senate, including revisions in the faculty 
course evaluations. 

 -The study abroad process of enrolling study abroad students for insurance is being moved 
from International Affairs to each professor leading a study abroad course. 

 
9. Other. 
 -Dr. Hudiburg shared that he asked Renee’ for the rule of thumb for scheduling semesters 

and she stated for fall, the start of the semester is the Monday after the third Saturday in 
August.  For spring, the start of the semester is the Monday after the first Sunday unless 
the first Sunday is January 1.  He stated that with this formula there will be no more four-
week breaks in August. 

 -LTC Snyder thanked the departments for their support of ROTC. He asked for their help 
in making sure that students know they will be around for four more years, and explained 
that a matrix has been put in place by the Army for transparency in sharing where the 
program is in making their numbers.  He shared that a new leader, Major Cochran Pruett, 
has been identified and will be taking over during the summer. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 






































































































